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January 26, 2009

Letters to the Editor
The New York Times
620 Eighth Avenue
New York, NY 10018 

Via email: letters@NYTimes.com
Dear Editor: 

David Brooks criticizes the House stimulus bill for providing funding for basic research.  However, he’s looking at economic stimulus through a narrow lens: How does funding research help me today?  Fortunately, President Obama and leaders like Speaker Pelosi and House Appropriations Committee Chairman David Obey take a broader view:  If we don’t fund research today, where will we be tomorrow?   

As Thomas Friedman said in this newspaper, “… a bridge is just a bridge. Once it's up, it stops stimulating. … a scientist who gets the funding for new research, is potentially the next Steve Jobs or Bill Gates. They create good jobs for years.”

Quoted recently in the New York Times, Information Technology and Innovation Foundation President Robert D. Atkinson said, ''Innovation leads to job growth directly and clearly.''  

Research fuels discovery that leads to innovation and development of new technologies, new industries and new jobs. If the stimulus legislation is meant to be a Band-Aid, then maybe Mr. Brooks is right. If it is meant to set the United States on a better economic path, then funding basic research is essential. 
Sincerely, 

Bill Andresen

President

The Science Coalition 

The Science Coalition, a non-profit, non-partisan organization comprised of 48 of the nation’s leading public and private research universities, is committed to increasing the U.S. investment in basic research as a means to stimulate the economy, drive innovation and secure America’s global competitiveness. 
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